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SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE EXPERT SPEAKS AT LM 
MISSOULA »
One of the world's leading experts on gonorrhea will discuss the impact sexually 
transmitted diseases have had on society at a free, public lecture Wednesday, March 6, at The 
University of Montana—Missoula.
Dr. P. Frederick Sparling, chair of the Department of Medicine at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, will present "Sexually Transmitted Diseases: A Plague Upon Our 
House," at 8 p.m. in the Urey Lecture Hall as pan of the 1995-96 President's Lecture Series.
Sparling has researched venereal diseases since the mid-1960s at some ot the nation s 
leading research hospitals and medical research institutions. As pan of his duties at UNC,
Sparling serves as director of the North Carolina Sexually I ransmitted Intections Cooperative 
Research Center, where he leads a team of researchers working to ;md a vaccine lor gonorrhea.
"He’s been leading the field in gonococcal research for many years," said Professor Ralph 
Judd, who studies gonorrhea in his UM lab.
Judd said discoveries made in gonococcal research also are useful in developing treatments 
or vaccines for other sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS and chlamydia. Although media 
repons on sexually transmitted diseases have focused more on AIDS and herpes in the past decade, 
gonorrhea continues to be a significant problem with about one million new cases reponed 
annually, Judd said.
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A graduate of Harvard Medical School, Sparling served as a research and teaching fellow 
in the Department of Bacteriology and Immunology at Harvard and at the Infectious Diseases Unit 
of Massachusetts General Hospital before joining the UNC faculty in the late 1960s. He is
president-elect of the Infectious Diseases Society of America.
Sparling has published almost one hundred scientific papers and dozens ot chapters, essays, 
reviews and editorials on venereal diseases, particularly gonorrhea. He co-edited the second 
edition of "Sexually Transmitted Diseases" in 1990 and co-authored the second edition of 
"Sexually Transmitted Diseases Companion Handbook" in 1994.
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